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Manitoba Doll Club Newsletter 
October 2004    Editor: Ardythe Basham 772-9982 
#118      Email rbasham@shaw.ca

The Manitoba Doll Club newsletter is 
published 7x a year, September-
November and January-April. 
 
Please note our new website: 
www.manitobadollclub.com 
 
PARKING NOTICE 
 
A reminder that we no longer have 
free parking in the Charterhouse lot! 
 
Don’t forget to wear your name 
tag to each meeting to be eligible 
for a door prize.  
 

 

If you would like to receive the 
newsletter by email please let 
Ardythe know. It will save some 
postage!  
 
The membership fee is $15 per 
year and includes the newsletter. 
 
New membership lists will be mailed 
out with the October newsletter. 
 

 
 

Special this month: 
The story of Wendy the 

Blue-Eyed Doll

October Meeting 
1:30 p.m. 

Sunday, October 24, 2004 
at the Charter House Hotel 

 
1:30 - 2:00:  Business meeting & 

Door Prize Draw 
2:00 - 2:15:  Show and Tell:  
1. What did you buy at the doll 
show/on the bus trip? 
 
2. Please bring your “Dolls in 
Costume”! There will be a prize! 
 
2:15 - 2:30:   COFFEE BREAK 
2:30  - 3:00:  Activity:  
Halloween Word Scramble 

 
 
New Feature: Traders’ Table 
 
Carol Fraize asks you to bring any doll-
making/dressing stuff you no longer 
need to trade. Did you buy a meter of 
special fabric for a doll dress, and don’t 
need the last ¼ of it? Something you 
bought for a project that didn’t work?  
 
Also, if you need just a bit of fabric, 
trim, lace etc. to complete a project, 
bring a small sample of what you need 
and perhaps another club member will 
have it in her stash. 
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Executive 2004-2005 
 
President:  Joan Domanski  (586-8012) 
Vice-President (Membership) 
 Ardythe Basham (772-9982) 
Vice-President (Activities) 
 Carol Fraize (1-204-428-3851) 
Secretary: Gail Edwards (488-8131) 
Treasurer: Nora Notaro  (772-1842) 
 
Committee Heads: 
Newsletter:   

Ardythe Basham  (772-9982) 
Librarian:   

Diane Malzensky  (334-4916) 
Pattern Library:  

Sheelagh Komus (832-3469) 
Sunshine Girl:   

Dorothy Treacy  (235-1200) 
Webmaster:  

Joy Hillhouse (772-8127) 
Email: weechi@shaw.ca 

Doll Show Co-ordinator for 2005: 
Noella Shadbolt (204-736-3671) 

Photographer:  
Cheryl Hamilton (889-6556) 
 

CLUB NEWS 
 

DOLL SHOW DATE 

Our next show will be on Sunday, April 
17, 2005, at the Victoria Inn. The theme 
is “Angels”.  
 
Our co-ordinator, Noella Shadbolt, will 
be soliciting help with organizing, 
displays, and other ideas. Please 
contact her if you can help – and be 
sure to bring your angelic dolls!

 OH YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL  
 
The Barbie video by Joe Blitman is still 
circulating. Will whoever now has it, 
please bring it to the October 
meeting, or call Ardythe at 772-9982?  
I’d like to know where it is so others 
can have a chance to borrow it. 
 

 
 
LENDING LIBRARY 
 
We have a large and growing 
collection of books and magazines 
on many aspects of doll collecting, 
making and dressing. Please call our 
Librarian, Diane Malzensky, for 
further information. 
 
Updated lists will be made available 
to members. 
 
Please call Diane with your 
requests for books to borrow. 
 

 
PATTERN LIBRARY 
 

Sheelagh 
Komus has a 
variety of 
patterns and 
pattern books 
available.  
 
Please be 

sure to return items promptly so 
they will be available for other 
members! 
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BROWN BAG DOLL  
 
“Separated at Birth – the Twin Doll 
Project” begins with the October 
meeting. If you are participating, please 
bring two IDENTICAL doll bodies with 
faces. Carol Fraize will mix-and-match 
the bodies and pass on new “twins” to 
receive their hairdos.  
 
Carol asks that if you have clothing 
patterns to go with the body pattern 
you use, please include them, in case 
the person who gets to dress them is 
not experienced at pattern drafting. 
 
 

Happy Haunted 
Birthday to: 

 
Melissa Melanson 
Marilyn MacKay 

 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 
Welcome to new member 
Margaret Swan! 
 
New members’ addresses, and 
changes of address etc. will be 
included on a separate sheet with 
each newsletter. Please write them in 
your membership list to keep it up 
to date! 

 

Getting to Know You: 
 

Ardythe Basham has been the 
newsletter and membership VP for 
about 4 years now.  
 
“I collect mostly folk and ethnic dolls. I 
look for dolls that were actually made in 
the countries they represent. I find 
many of my dolls at yard sales and thrift 
stores, also shops like 10,000 Villages. 
Some I particularly treasure were gifts 
from family and friends. I also have 
some Barbies, a complete set of Amish 
dolls by Julie Good-Kruger, and a 
selection of older fashion dolls, as well 
as one well-loved ballerina from my 
childhood. I’ve made a few cloth dolls 
for Silent Auction prizes and gifts, and 
I’ve participated in several Brown Bag 
projects, although I am not very 
talented at doll making. I enjoy the 
historical and social aspects of dolls, 
both as playthings and as art objects. 
Many of the recent high-fashion dolls 
tempt me, but I’ve decided to collect 
them only with my eyes. I am grateful to 
other doll club members for sharing 
their beauties with the rest of us.” 
 
For all new members, and older 
members who may not have done so, 
please complete and turn in the form 
enclosed with this newsletter. You too 
can see your name in print! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Manitoba Antique Association 
Victoria Inn - Fall Xmas Sale 

(Wellington & Berry) 
November 28th, 2004 

 

For more information call  
Deanna Hoshowski  

(204) 772-7716 
 

DON’T MISS THIS! 
July 15 - October 31 
Winnipeg Embroiders' Guild presents: 
 

  an exhibit of their past and present 
members' work covering the past 30 
years  
 

 at the Manitoba Museum.  
 

 For more information regarding the 
work on display, contact Judy Boatman 
at 957-7366 Monday to Friday, 8-4

 

Wendy The Blue-Eyed Doll 
 

This story comes from Fuzoku Junior High School in Hokkaido, Japan, where a 
“friendship doll” had been kept for many years. The essay was written by 
Principal Nakagawa with research done by the students. 
 

The American missionary Dr. Sidney Gulick, who had lived in Japan for more than 
twenty years, returned to America in 1913 due to health reasons. At that time in his 
country America, sentiment to expel Japanese immigrants was very strong. Dr. Gulick, 
being concerned about these feelings, sent about 12,000 dolls to Japan in 1927 by 
working together with 2.6 million people, which included American associations, 
Sunday schools, public and private schools, all types of children's organizations, PTAs, 
local volunteers, and even second-generation Japanese immigrants, who were at the 
vortex of anti-Japanese sentiment. As a return present, 58 high-class Japanese dolls 
were sent to America by means of one sen (half cent) contributions of Japanese 
children. Japan was in a recession in that period, so it was an extremely difficult time 
for even a one sen contribution. In both Japan and America, grand send-off and 
welcoming ceremonies were held. A connecting bridge of friendship and goodwill to 
and from the children of each country spanned the ocean like a rainbow.  
 
The dolls added images to a Japanese children's song that was popular at that time. 
The following lyrics were sung, "A blue-eyed doll made of celluloid was born in 
America. When she arrived at a harbor in Japan, she had many tears in her eyes . . . . " 
The Blue-eyed Dolls became popular figures with Japanese children and also adults.  
 
However, after the outbreak of World War II in December 1941, these Blue-eyed Dolls 
were enemy spies. Therefore, there was a radio broadcast that the dolls at every school 
must be burned or destroyed in some other way. Soldiers came and took away dolls at 
museums. At one school where the principal destroyed the doll by burning, straw was 
piled up in the school yard, and the doll was placed on top of the pile. After the older 
students stabbed the doll with spears, rocks were thrown at it, then the fire was lit, and 
the doll was burnt. In Hakodate also, almost all of the dolls were burned and 
destroyed. This doll at our school was forgotten and left as it was.  
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There were 12,739 dolls given in 1927 as Japanese-American friendship messengers. 
However, the number of dolls confirmed to exist now is 230 in all of Japan and 20 in 
Hokkaido. The Blue-eyed Doll at our school is one of these. We are proud of the 
bravery and love shown by Fuzoku's former students and teachers to protect and save 
the doll.  
 
Fuzoku Elementary and Junior High School was in one building, but in the early winter 
of 1969 the Elementary School and the Junior High School moved to separate buildings 
in the Mihara area of Hakodate. At that time, the Blue-eyed Doll also moved. They 
thought they would get rid of many old things because of the move, but the old doll 
was moved together with some library books so it would not be thrown out.  
 
When the dolls left America, they each had their own name and carried a passport. 
However, the name of our school's doll is not known now, and the passport does not 
remain. Perhaps fearing that the doll would be cruelly treated as an "enemy doll," the 
teachers at that time wiped out any evidence that there was a Blue-eyed Doll. Ideas for 
a nickname were solicited from students, and the final decision made by the Cultural 
Committee was "Wendy." Now the name of Wendy has become quite familiar to our 
ears and mouths.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Wendy is already 62 years old. Her clothes were probably the ones she had when she 
arrived from America -- a wool sweater, a pleated skirt, and a wool hat. However, they 
were terribly moth-eaten and had many holes.  Since she looked so miserable for her 
homecoming, we decided to give her a new set of clothes. Many designs were 
submitted when we solicited ideas for the design of Wendy's new clothing. We changed 
her clothing to something easily removed, and we made her a new dress with the help 
of the teachers. We asked the vice-principal, who made a brand-new hat for her. 
Thanks to the school office workers, Wendy's face and hands were cleaned and the 
grime was removed. She became so beautiful that we could hardly recognize her.    
 
On July 15, 1989, all of the school's students, led by the Cultural Committee, took part 
in a farewell ceremony for Wendy. The Chairman of the Alumni Association and the 
Director of Administration also attended, and at this time they presented the photo 
panel to the school. With fathers and mothers also joining together with the students 
as a PTA activity, a grand farewell ceremony took place.  On the occasion of Wendy's 
return home, we entrusted to her three messages and three letters introducing our 
school. When Wendy traveled around to each place in America, we asked her to deliver 
these to our American friends. Each class wrote them in English and Japanese.  The 
ninth-grade students were responsible for the messages, and the eighth-grade 
students wrote the school introductions.  The messages and school introductions were 
read at the farewell ceremony. We expressed our feelings of hope for international 
peace and friendship entrusted to Wendy.  As the seventh-grade students announced 
the parting words, "Wendy, good-bye!", we knew we would miss her. It was a 
meaningful ceremony filled with deep emotion.      

 
To learn more about the Friendship Dolls and their current whereabouts, 
visit http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/dolls/american/individual/fuzoku/ 
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And here is a Japanese paper doll from an old edition of Doll World. 
Her kimonos are red and white. 


