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Manitoba Doll Club Newsletter 
February 2007     Editor: Ardythe Basham     772-9982 
#136       Email rbasham@shaw.ca 
 
The Manitoba Doll Club newsletter is 
published 7x a year, September-
November and January-April. 
 

Please note our website: 
www.manitobadollclub.com 
 

Don’t forget to wear your name 
tag to each meeting to be eligible 
for a door prize.  
 
Traders’ Table 
 

Carol Fraize asks you to bring any doll 
making/dressing stuff you no longer 
need to trade – fabric, lace, doll hair, 
notions, etc.  Please note: you don’t 
need to BRING something in order to 
TAKE something! 
 

PARKING CORRECTION: 
 
ON SUNDAY, parking in the hotel 
lot is available at a flat rate of $2 
for the day. The ticket machine 
does not take toonies, so please 
bring two loonies!  
 
On-street parking is free on 
Sunday. 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 
Marian Hamilton  
and  
Sonja Melanson,  
 
our February 
birthday girls! 

 

February Meeting 
1:30 p.m. 

Sunday, February 25, 2007 
at the Charter House Hotel 

 

1:30 - 2:00:  Business meeting & 
Door Prize Draw  

 
2:00 - 2:15:  Show and Tell:  

Sweethearts and Valentines 
  
2:15 – 2:45 Evelyn Gillies  
will talk about Vintage Fabrics 
 
2:45 – 3:30 COFFEE BREAK 
 
Please note: Evelyn’s talk was 
rescheduled from January. 
 
Upcoming activities: 
 
March: Vieve Montcombreux on 
Re-Born Babies 
 
April: Dolly Detective: Bring your 
mystery doll and see if we can 
identify it from our library 
resources and members’ expertise. 
 
We have moved the Coffee Break to the end 
of the meeting so that members who can’t 
stay for the whole meeting don’t have to 
miss the scheduled activity. We hope you 
will plan to stay on for coffee and snacks. 

Time To Renew! 
 
All MDC memberships expire in March. 
Please see Ardythe at the March or 
February meeting, or call 772-9982  
or email rbasham@shaw.ca  
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Our condolences go out to 
Joy Hillhouse, whose 
husband Vernon passed 
away on February 8.  

Executive 2006-2007 
 

President: Sylvia Grantham  
 (1-204-482-4932) 
Vice-President (Membership) 
 Ardythe Basham (772-9982) 
Vice-President (Activities) 
 Carol Fraize (1-204-243-2299) 
Secretary:  

Diane Malzensky  (334-4916) 
Treasurer: Olga Komoski (334-0885) 
 

Committee Heads: 
Newsletter:   

Ardythe Basham  (772-9982) 
Librarian:   

Dianne Malzensky  (334-4916) 
Pattern Library:  

Sheelagh Komus (832-3469) 
Sunshine Girl:   

Dorothy Treacy  (235-1200) 
Webmaster:  

Joy Hillhouse (772-8127) 
Email: joy@weechi.net 

Photographer:  
 Cheryl Hamilton (889-6556) 
 
Fall Doll Show Co-ordinators: 
Katheleen Smith 783-5224 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 
An updated membership list is now 
available and will be mailed out to those 
who are unable to attend meetings. 

  
OTHER DOLL CLUBS 
 
DSGNS for January features an Annalee 
Mobilitee doll on the cover, with articles on 
religious board games, an Eaton’s Beauty 
doll, and a crocheted dress pattern for 
Velvet or Crissy. 
 
 

PATTERN LIBRARY  
 
Sheelagh brings an assortment of patterns 
to each meeting. If you are interested in a 
particular pattern or type of pattern, please 
call with your requests. 
 

SHOW and TELL:  
 
If you have made something 

from one of our patterns, 
please bring it in and 
show off your handiwork! 
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ON OUR LIBRARY SHELF 
 
Call Dianne if you would like to borrow 
these or other books from our library. 
 
WORLD GUIDE TO DOLLS  
by Valerie Jackson Douet. 
Published by New Burlington Books, London, 
England (1993) 
 
The WORLD GUIDE TO DOLLS "features 
hundreds of beautiful dolls from all the 
major doll-making traditions."  The book is 
divided into sections on various materials 
from which dolls are made including china, 
wax, wood, rubber and celluloid.  Each 
chapter provides collector's tips and advice 
on makers' marks, availability and condition 
to help you avoid making costly mistakes. 
 
DOLLS THE WIDE WORLD OVER  
an historical account 
by Manfred Bachmann and Claus 
Hansmann. Published by Crescent Books, a 
Division of Crown Publishers, Inc., New 
York, New York (1973) 
 
The author, Professor Manfred Bachmann, is 
a graduate teacher and an internationally 
renowned expert in the field of toys and 
folklore. The photographer, Claus 
Hansmann, and his wife both specialized in 
dolls and folklore.   
 
The book traces the history and 
development of the doll from crude, home-
made objects to sophisticated dolls 
available in shops.  With over 150 
illustrations, the book shows different types 
of dolls made by many processes out of a 
variety of materials such as clay, stone, 
wood, bone, straw, metal, paper, and 
plastic.  Other topics covered in the book 
are dolls' houses, lay figures, fashion dolls, 
Golliwogs, Teddy bears, Japanese Doll 
Festivals, dolls in literatures and as an art 
form. 

THE WORLD'S MOST BEAUTIFUL 
DOLLS 
by The Editors of "Dolls" Magazine, Joan 
Muyskens Pursley and Karen Bischoff 
published by Konecky & Konecky, New York, 
New York (1994) 
This book traces the history of dolls and 
doll collecting and takes you into the 
wonderful world of artist dolls.  Stunning 
creations of top doll artists are featured in 
more than 70 large color photographs and 
accompanying text introduces you to the 
talented individuals who created them. 
 
NEWSLETTER REPORT 
 
At the January meeting, I recommended that 
the Doll Club consider reducing the number 
of newsletters while increasing the length 
and content. I propose that we move to 5 
issues as follows: 
 
September-October: Welcome Back 
November-December: Christmas party 
January-February: New Year/Winter issue 
March-April: Promotion of doll show 
May-June: Wind-up; Doll Show 
 
I am also asking for your assistance in 
gathering content for each issue. News 
about upcoming doll shows or related 
events (art shows, hobby shows, antiques, 
needlework, crafts), new publications, local 
dollmakers/collectors would be welcome. I 
still need more member biographies! 
 
Two people have offered to write regular 
columns for the newsletter. 
 
With more member input, I would like to put 
out 5 longer issues (8 pages) with better 
content, to better serve our members. 
 
Ardythe Basham 772-9982 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS in the 
newsletter are free to members. 
There is a small charge to non-
members. Call or email Ardythe at 
772-9982 or rbasham@shaw.ca 
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WEBSITE ADVERTISING 
 
If you are a member of the Manitoba Doll 
Club and have a doll-related or doll-
compatible business, you can advertise it on 
the club website. You do not need to have a 
website or email address to do so. 
 
Please contact Joy Hillhouse  
at joy@weechi.net or 772-8127. 
 
 
Inspired by Dolls 

 
Have you read or seen a book featuring a 
doll or dolls as an important part of the 
story line? Write a short review and share 
other books “inspired by dolls”. 
 
At the Winnipeg Public 
Library: 
 

Creative Crocheted Dolls, by Noreen 
Crone-Findlay 
Some of our talented crocheters might like 
to try their hands and hooks at these dolls. 
There are several basic doll patterns to 
adapt to your own creative vision, and many 
accessories that could be used for other 
dolls, including pockets, doll-size hats and 
purses, and a crocheted pocket doll with a 
complete wardrobe AND an overstuffed 
chair!  

Patterns include fanciful fairies, lovely 
ladies, adorable critters and even a famous 
scientist.  

 
Small Spirits: Native American Dolls 
from the National Museum of the 
American Indian, by Mary Jane Lenz 
A wonderful and comprehensive look at 
dolls from Native traditions, from South and 
Central America to the far North. 
 

Thanks to Dianne Malzensky for 
these news items: 
 

Heavenly Handfuls  
are created by world-renowned miniatures 
artist Brooke Cunningham. These little baby 
dolls are re-created in the finest quality 
artist vinyl and hand-painted, are 
approximately 11 cm long, are posable, fit 
in the palm of your hand, and the 
costuming is accurate to scale.  The 
Heavenly Handfuls collection is available 
from The Ashton-Drake Galleries.  "A 
Handful of Love" is the first Heavenly 
Handfuls issue. The next in the collection is 
called "Handful of Joy". They are absolutely 
adorable. 
 

  



 

 5 

Gwen Stefani Brings Style to the 
Doll World 
 
Singer, actress and fashion designer, Gwen 
Stefani, brought her trademark rock 'n' roll 
style to the toy industry with a series of 
limited edition dolls. There are eight dolls in 
the collection. The line is called Love. Angel. 
Music. Baby. Fashion Dolls.  Each doll wears 
one of the colorful looks Stefani sported on 
her latest world tour.  Each 10-inch doll 
looks like the platinum-blond rocker or one 
of her Harajuku Girl dancers and comes with 
Stefani-inspired collectibles such as posters, 
pocket mirrors or trading cards. The dolls 
are available at Target.com and other 
retailers. 
 

  
If you like the Stefani look, you can 
dress up a Gwen Stefani paper doll at 
this website: 
 
http://www.stardoll.com/en/dolls/52/G
wen_Stefani.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
In this issue you will find two patterns 
from the internet: Patti LaValley’s felt 
hat (above) and a Valentine pin doll, 
complete with pattern. 
 
I think the Valentine doll would work 
well in lace, net, or any sheer fabric, if 
you don’t have the suggested material. 
 
A lace doll filled with potpourri would 
be nice, or perhaps a Christmas-themed 
doll with a star on her chest instead of a 
heart?  Hmmm. Lots of ideas! 
 
Happy crafting!  
 
Please bring your dolls or other projects 
from the patterns in the newsletter for 
Show and Tell! 
 
 
 
 



Threadbare Dolls
by Heather Gailey

Jump Start My Heart
5” Valentines Day Doll Pin

List of materials
•  .25m gold shimmer tulle from Joanne's
•  Scrap of Red tulle
•  1 small zip top bag of recycled thread ends (flesh tones- from beige to rust)
•  7- 8mm small-holed gold beads
•  1 skein of Red embroidery floss spool matching polyester thread for stitching
•  11/2" brooch pin back

Instructions
•  Print off the pattern and copy it by hand onto tracing paper with a permanent black marker.
•  Layer 4 pieces of gold tulle approx. 2" bigger than the doll pattern and place the tracing paper over top

and pin all layers together.
•  Stitch through all five layers using a very small stitch, starting at one dot and ending at the other

(stuffing opening).  Clip the threads.
•  Trim around the pattern with a 1/8"  seam allowance (cut through all layers).
•  Rip the paper off starting at the stuffing opening, making sure that it is all removed.
•  Clip at the neck, under the arm, and in between the legs. Don't go through the stitching!
•  Use hemostats to turn the doll skin right sides out.
•  Start to stuff with small bunches of mixed recycled thread or just pull it off from the spool.



•  Stuff the body and arms firmly especially the neck
•  Start by stuffing the arms, legs, head, and then work your way into the middle.
•  Be careful to not poke through the tulle with the hemostats.
•  When finished stuffing, use a ladder stitch to close up the stuffing hole.
•  Run a bead of Fray check along the stuffing hole seam to seal it.
•  Follow the same directions for the heart. (Use red tulle or gold tulle with red thread inside)
•  Thread one full strand of floss onto your needle.  (John James Darning needle)
•  Thread on one bead, go through and under the seam at the tips of the arms and legs
•  Thread the bead on the needle again and pull it tight to the body
•  Tie the two strands of floss that are sticking out of the same bead hole into three over hand knots. Dab

the knot with fray check to hold in place. Fluff out the strands. Let dry
•  Stitch the heart onto the tummy using small pick stitches underneath so they don't show.
•  Tack the arms around the front of the heart so that it looks as if doll is hugging it.
•  Sew on the pin on the back and prepare to wear!!!

  Heather Gailey




